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Greenwood 
gets the job 
Clark says "Nof enough" 
I AST Thursday afternoon, the Min-
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ister for Education, Hon. J, C. A. 
Plzzey, annoutKed the appointment 
1 to the Senate of Mr. John W. Green-
g wood, B.A., LL.B., as a representative 
M of the Union. 
This represents a definite triumph for the Union 
which has been agitating for student representation for 
thirteen years. It is, however, only a partial achieve-
ment of ihe Union's policy. 
Union Presifdent, Nick Clark, later stated 
that, while the Union welcomed' the Govern-
ment's action and had every confidence in Mr. 
Greenwood, it was felt that the best way of 
acquainting the Senate with the problems of 
students would be the appointment of a Sena-
tor who was a student himself. 
Mr. Pizzey's announcement foUov/ed a special meeting of 
Union Council on "Wednesday afternoon. 
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; S This Semper was vary much a rush job and this is the only S S ^^^} °f the Union in 1957 
•SS photo of our new Senator that we could find. It shows Sgt. = Will probably be best remi 
2 - . Greenwood, J. W, taking a refreshing swig at Q.U.R.'s e«nip ZSi bered for his leadership of SKln
at Canungra, 1957 
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Mr. Greenwood was Presi-
= dent of t e i  i   and 
em-
leadership of the 
•=• campaign against the Appeal 
= Board provisions of the Unl-
" " versity Acts Amendment Act. ir ^
 
i it lasit, a Senator 
War has been abolished, poverty 
has been abolished, sin has been 
abolished: the Milenniiim is here. 
fng the ropes, but also hang-
tag about in the vestibule. 
We feel sure that the major-
ity of students would prefer 
having a graduate represen-
tative who was a full mem-
ber to this ineffectual trav-
esty of representation. 
Mr. Clark and others who 
Iteep on demanding an under-
graduate Senator resemble 
witch-doctors dancing round a 
long-dead bonfire. 
In conclusion, we congratu-
late Mr, Greenwood and wish 
him well. 
Not quite, perhaps, but 
we do have a Senator. 
This of course is only part 
of what the U.Q.U. wanted. 
Standing policy is a demand 
for the appointment to the 
Senate of the President for his, 
year of office. 
It is noteworthy, however, 
that Council at its Special 
Meeting did not re-affirm this 
policy, but merely instructed 
the President to Inform the 
Minister that jt would l ike 
the Union's Senator to be 
elected by Council. 
The mover or the motion 
felt that this would be prefer-
able to the appointment of 
the President for the time be-
ing, as it would allow for the 
election of an experienced 
graduate who would have a 
vote, who would carry more 
influence,, and who would be 
able to remain In office for 
his full term. -
If the President were 
vftptJOlnted, he would have no 
vote and would bo obliged to 
leave the meeting at the dir-
ection of the Obancillor. He 
would therefore spend his one 
year of offlco, not only leam-
We also congratulate Mr. 
Clark on having achieved 
something which no other 
Union President has achieved. 
We wish, with a suitably 
blushing countenance, to place 
on record the fact that only 
a few days before the appoint-
ment was announced, we told 
him in conversation that he 
had no chance of succeeding 
In his campaign, 
He who Is tired of Semper 
Floreat Is tired of life. 
•»Dr. Johnson. 
As President, he had a 
strong influence on the for-
mulation of standing Union 
policy. Since his term, he has 
kept closely in touch with the 
Union and has been always 
ready to assist the Union 
executive. 
Mr. Greenwood, when con-
gratulated by a Semper re-
porter, said "I feel very hon-
oured to have been cliosen by 
the Union Council to repre-
sent the students on the Sen-
ate. Tile, whole thing has been 
a complete surprise to me." 
Mr. Clark, In a statement 
issued on Friday, said; 
"I am sure that all Uni-
versity students will wel-
come tlie recognition by the 
Government of their right 
to participate in the run-
ning Of the University. We 
have every confidence in 
Mr. Greenwood, who had a 
distinguished record in stu-
dent afTalrs while at the 
University only a few years 
ago and who held the posi-
tion Of President of this 
Union. 
"However, we feel that 
this is not the ideal solu-
tion . 'to the problem of 
bringing the Senate's atten-
tion to day to day student 
problems, since we fell this 
can only be done by a stu-
dent." 
Mr. Clark told Semper that 
the Union representative'^ 
would not be considered re-
sponsible to Union Council 
and would not be instructed 
by it. 
It was hoped, however, that 
he would be able to attend 
Union Council meetings in 
order to keep In touch with 
student problems. 
Hon J. C. A. PI2ZEY 
The New 
Senate 
The new Senate will con-jist of: 
; Government Appointees: 
' Mr. T. M. Barry, Q.C., 
Archbishop Dubig, Mr. D. 
W. Fraser, Dr. A. Fry-
berg, Mr. J. W. Green-
wood, Archbishop Halse, 
the Rev. Mervyn Hender-
son, Mr. J. A. Holt, Mr, 
N. Jameson, Mr. R. Mac-
kie, Mr. J. MuIhoUand,; 
Mr. C. E. Petersen, Mr. ( 
J. D, Stoi7, and Dr. W, * 
A. T. Sumervllle. 
, University Council (l.e. [Graduate) Representatives: ! 
' Sir Albert Axon, Sir' 
Kenneth Fraser, Mrs. 
Winifred Freeman, Mr. 
A. S. Gehrmann, Dr. | 
Gordon Greenwood, Dr. <1 
T. G. II. Jones, Mr. J. K.!; 
Murray, Dr. L. J. J. Nye, \ \ 
and Mr. II. E. Roberts. ; 
Professor Ross Anderson 1; 
was elected to represent the 
Staff Association. 
Mrs. Freeman, Dr. Nye, 
; Mr. Jameson, Mr. Mackiei: 
and Professor Anderson are ] 
new members. ;| 
»»»#»»»»»»»**#*»#^»#< 
li GRADUATES ELECT I 
I MinURE AS BEFORE \ 
THE election of Senators by members of the University Council resulted in very few changes. 
All sitting Senators who 
nominated were re-elected. 
The extension of tlie fran-
chise to all graduates resulted 
in the largest electorate ever (5000). 
Before tlie passage of the 
University Acts Amendment 
Act of 1957, only graduate,'? of 
five years' standing were 
members of the Council, 
The graduates had to choose 
from one of the largest fields 
ever. 
Nineteen candidates nom-
inated for the nine positions. 
Amongst them were several 
well-known personalities, in-
cluding Mr. Clem Jones, 
Assoc. Professor; J. M. Mc-
Carthy, and Mr. K. D. Morris. 
A novel feature was the dis-
tribution of a "ticket" by the 
Staff Association recommend-
ing Professors G. Greenwood 
and T, G. H. Jones. 
Both were elected. 
Another interesting — and 
very welcome—feature was 
the mention by several can-
didates of their activities In 
student matters. 
...FLASHBACK... 
1947—Following requests 
for a student Sena-
tor, Senate permits 
Council to choose 
one elected Senator 
to be the Union's 
representative. 
1950—S t a f f Association 
favours election by 
students of graduate 
three years' standing 
to the Senate. 
1967—University A c t s 
Amendment A c t . 
Submission on need 
for student Senator 
presented to Senate. 
Rogers and Lennori 
meet Senate Sub-
Committee and state 
U.Q.U's case. Mr. K-
J. Morris declares 
support. 
1938—Semper, under Har-
old Love and Tony 
Paul, launches cam-
paign. 
1959—Nick Clark writes to 
Ms.L.A. putting case 
(November!. 
I 9 6 0 — G r e e n w o o d ap-
pointed. 
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Kaplan 
returns 
The Return of Hyman Kaplan, 
by Leo Rosten (Leonard Q. 
Ross), Lond., Gollbncz, 1959, 
17/3 (Aust.).. 
Two years ago, while 
prowling about a library in 
search of some now 
thoroughly' forgotten work, 
I noticed a slim green book 
out of place. Taking it 
from the shelf I glanced at 
the title, opened It and 
read the first page. Since 
then, I have read it at least 
three times and look for-
ward to reading it many 
times in the future. 
• The slim green book was 
The Education of Hyman 
Kn'plan, by "Leonard Q. Ross," 
which is the pseudonym of 
an American economist, Leo 
Rosten. Now, after twenty 
years, "Ross" has written a 
sequel — and very welcome it 
is, too. 
Hyman Kaplan is a "New 
American" struggling with the 
English language at the 
American Night Preparatory 
School for Adults. In him, the 
complexities of English have 
met their match. He is one 
of those remarkable people 
who appear to view the world 
from some special astral 
vantage-seat of their own. He 
has his own private system of 
ingle and his own private 
language and quite obviously 
will not rest content until he 
has converted the world. Un-
like most outsiders, however, 
he Is both benevolent and un-
perturbably happy and the 
story of his adventures makes 
vel-y pleasant reading. Unless 
vou are as impervious to em-
barassment as Mr. Kaplan 
himself, however, beware of 
rending them on the bus. 
Dialect-humour is often 
rather pitiful. In fact,' as the 
•author says in the wise and 
witty preface to his latest 
book, It Is the hardest of nil 
forms of humour. Ross suc-
ceeds because he has an ex-
cellent ear for the peculiari-
ties of our hybrid language 
and a deep sympathy for 
those who have to learn it. 
Kaplan (or, as he signs a 
letter to "mine brudder Max 
in Warsaw," "your magnifi-
cent brudder, Hymie") Is the 
keen student to end all keen 
students — and all keen 
teachers as well. Who but a 
keen student could proclaim 
that the opposite of "night-
mare" is "daymare" or that 
"The New York Harold 
Tribune" Is a masculine news-
paper? Who but a most re-
markable student could refer 
to the Generalissimo of For-
mosa as "Shanghai Jack?" 
But Kaplan is more than 
keen, more than remarkable, 
he is, as Mr. Parkhlll. his 
/ong-sufferlng teacher, admits 
"a sort of genius" — his own 
sort, of course, but neverthe-
less a genius. His genius 
shines forth in his every ut-
terance. For example, in a 
discussion on the American 
Revolution and his great hero, 
Patrick Henry, he affirms "I 
vil! always edmire de giorlus 
pest." After being taken to 
task for his mispronunciation, 
he boldlv declaims: "To a 
tyrant like Kink Judge, vat 
else was Petrlck Hanry bot a 
glorius pest?" What can the 
conscientious ParkhiU do with 
a man like that? Fortunately, 
It seems, nothing. 
This is a book which every-
one will enjoy — especially 
teachers. As anyone who has 
ever corrected a pile of 
primary-school essays knows, 
there are Kaplans even 
amongst the native born, You 
mustn't miss this book, onco 
you read it, the magnificent 
Kaplan will remain your 
"Bpatial frent." '' 
—CALIBAN 
Our Diarist 
Recounts 
ADrama 
The Ocnophilist in search of 
Chianti. 
Act 1 (A Bottle Depart-
ment)— 
Ocnophilist: Have you any 
Chianti (pronounced in his 
nearest to Italian). 
Bottle-Department Attend-
ant: Any WHAT.? 
Oen.: Any Key-anf-tea? 
B.D.A. (incredulously): No. 
Act 2 (anotlicr B.D.)— 
Oen.: Have you any Key-
antea? 
2nd B.D.A, (industriously 
searching through the spirits 
list): No, sorry, never iieard 
of it. 
Act 3 (Yet another B.D.)— 
Oen.: Got any Key-onfea? 
3rd B.D.A.: Is it a brand of 
cigarette? 
Act 4 — 
The Ocnophilist was seen 
sitting in a milk bar reading 
Cyril Pearl's "How to be an 
Australian." 
^ *!• (^  
I'm very pleased to sec 
that "John O'London's Week-
ly" is back on tho market 
once more. 
This is the sort of publica-
tion which presupposes an intel-
ligent, literate, b u t non-
scholarly public. The fact that 
there are so few like it is a very 
sad sign. 
When I say "non-scholarly", 
I do not mean that "John 
O'London's" is in any way 
superficial. What I do mean is 
that it is meant for that often 
mythicol creature the general 
reader. Many of the reviewers 
are experts in special fields, but 
write without technical gobble-
degook. 
It is a very helpful guide to 
reading and an absolute boon 
\o harrassed librarians (like 
myself) who are asked so often 
to recommend "a good book". 
Like many people, I owe 
"John O'London's" a special 
debt of gratitude. I discovered 
it when I was at secondary 
school and became a regular 
cover-to-cover reader. 
When It ceased publication 
in 1954, I felt 1 had lost an 
old friend. 
The reason it ceased publica-
ion was a prime example of big-
business stupidity. 
It was not losing money, but 
fhe profit was not quite big 
enough, so it had to go. Now, 
a more enlightened publish'er 
YOUR PAPER - OR OURS ? 
'THE most remarkable thing about the last isiue of Semper was not its general untidiness, nor its 
large quantities of filler material, nor even the appearance of old favourite blocks, like the pile of 
skulls or the man with the red flag. 
The most remarkable thing was that It 
appeared at all. 
Semper, so far this year, has been dogged by 
a series of unfortunate happenings. That much 
we told you last week. What we didn't tell you 
was that the entire Issue was the work of a 
mere handful of people and that the bulk of 
the work fell on one editor, the other being 
away at the N.U,A.U,S, Conference, 
This state of affairs is utterly wrong. 
For one thing, I (I'm fed up with the editorial 
plural) have no intention of ruining my health 
and neglecting my studies in order that the 
students may have a free newspaper to sneer at 
once a fortnight. 
For another—and this is far more import-
ant^if Semper is to exist, it must exist as a 
students' paper—not as the paper of a small 
coterie who are prepared to work on It night 
and day. 
So, If you think there have been faults In our 
two issues to date (and if you do think so, you 
couldn't be more correct) help us to do some-
thing about correcting them. 
You will be welcomed with open arms. 
We need a photographer, a business-manager 
to assist Miss Coralie Jones, cartoonists, sub-
editors, and staff. Jobi In the gory mess, work 
yourselves to the bone, be hated by all, and fail 
all your exams. It's fun. We LOVE it. 
.The editors hard at work on the supplement 
has commenced issuing it again. 
Comparing, the new "John 
O'London's" with the old, a few 
changes are apparent. Bill Hop-
kins and Colin Wilson have re-
placed Richard Church and 
Frank Swinnerton, but despite 
this intrusion, the general calm, 
thoughtful atmosphere has re-
turned. 
Two features I should like to 
see return are Tantalus's com-
petitions and Jackdaw's philo-
logical, both of which were 
(and stili are, to one who has 
kept old copies) completely fas-
cinating. 
To conclude, all I can say 
is Long live John O'London! 
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NOTICE 
Defamation writi and 
contributions .to the Di** 
tressed Editors Relief 
Fund may be left in the 
11 Semper box, at Union Of-
fice, or given to the 
Editors or members of the ; 
staff. 
Writs must be typed or '. 
Icsibly written on one-half \\ 
of a quarto sheet, double 
spaced and with adequate |i 
space on all sides, other- < > 
wise 
acr'>pted. 
Donations w i l l be 
accepted in any negoti-
able form. 
ll 
they will not be \ 
•pOLLOWlNG detailed survey 
•^ by the National Union of 
Students, an interim report into 
the spending habits of students 
has now been published. In the 
report, Oxford and Cambridge 
arts men living in college are 
treated as one group and Ox-
ford and Cambridge science 
men living in lodgings os an-
other. Surprisingly, the average 
arts man in the group spends 
considerably more on text books 
in a year than the science man: 
£16/17/- against £9/15/- , 
For general books, the arts 
student pays about £20 against 
£13 by the science man, who, 
however, spends more than 
twice as much in a year on con-
certs and theatres, £31 com-
pared with £12, The arts man's 
expenditure on himself is £193 
against the scientist's £164. 
Holidays cost both groups 
about the same (£33 or £34), 
and there is not much differ-
enca on what they pay for 
clothes. A year's cigarettes or 
tobacco costs the arts man 
around £14. The scientist 
smokes only £11/10/- worth. 
* * * 
Four Cambridge University 
students have beaten by thirty-
five minutes the world record 
for nonstop playing of contract 
bridge. The pairs played for 73 
hours 45 minutes. Two other 
records have been reported 
from Norwood Technical Col-
lege. Students there not only 
perched sixteen of their fellows 
on a postbox; they also beat the 
long-standing Bristol record of 
22 in a phone box, by managing 
to squeeze in 24. 
* * * 
Do it yourself 
TN order to encourage stii-
dent initiative, Semper 
presents a fold-it-yoursolf 
supplement. 
Extract the opposite sheet. 
Fold it neatly across the 
horizontal dotted line, then 
fold it (still neatly) down the 
vertical line. 
Then take a sharp instru-
ment (e.g., one Union Pre-
sident) and cut the lower 
edges. 
Then read it. 
Wei!, you can't expect us 
to do all tho work, can you? 
This supplement should 
have appeared during Orien-
tation Week, but didn't. 
Take Advantage 
OF THIS 
SERVICE 
• Taxation Savings 
• House Uors 
« Mortgage Protc<-
tion 
- Fotriiy Income 
Children's Ad-
vonicmqnf 
f - i Retirement ', Bcljc-
fils • 
Provision for Ocoth ' 
Duties 
and a 
• Complete pro-
gramming Service 
CCHSULT , , 
BERNIE JACKS 
NATIONAL MUTUAL 
LIfE ASSOC. OH 
A/ASIA LTD. 
Office 31 .1.711'. Home 
57, 2060 
CARTOONS 
We are re-prlnting old car-
toons not simply to fill up 
space (tliougli, now you men-
tion It, they do that too), but 
because we like them, and also \ 
In the hope that they will en-
courage present students to 
do likewise. 
UNION COUNCILLORS HARD AT WORK. ',> 
WHY NOT JOIN IN? DETAILS OF * 
BY-ELECTIONS ARE ON PAGE 3. 
THE 
UNIVERSITY 
BOOK SHOP 
ST. LUCIA 
(Branch at George St) 
HAS 
a complete fange of Students' Textbooks, drawing 
instruments, stationery, pencils and pens. 
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CATHOLIG 
TRUMAN: 
TV/Tr- TRUMAN unfortunately assumes that there is something inherently undemocratic ahout Catliolic 
i-TA Action. His argument on Page 180 is based solely on this assumption. But the hook does not really 
investigate Catholic Action. The author has concentrated on the social activities of some CaUiolic Action 
organizations without at any stage discussing the fundamental spiritual environment of Catholic Action. 
Neglecting this overall picture has the same effect as a quotation out of context. 
PAGE 3 
ACTION AND MR 
PART TWO 
The final chapter in the 
work is probably the most 
amazing. Mr. Truman neglects 
his previous pahistaklng re-
search, and rejects logic in 
order to conclude that the 
distinction between Catholic 
Action and Action of Catho-
lics was an Invention of the 
Australian Bishops to cover 
up their responsibility for the 
activities of the Catholic 
Social Movement. 
The first mistake Is a glar-
ing one of fact for which 
there is no excuse. If the 
Popes had not explained the 
difference betri^ een the two 
forms of activity before 1950, 
Pope Plus certainly did ha 
that year at the First World 
Congress of the Lay Aposto-
late. Need I say that 1950 was 
many years bmore the affairs 
of the Catholic Social Move-
ment were the subject of con-
troversy in A u s t r a l i a . 
Thorough research would 
have saved the author from 
error on this point. 
Secondly, I clahu that Mr. 
Truman has neglected logic 
by claiming that the distinc-
tion is one without a differ-
ence. Logically there is a dif-
ference between Catholic 
Action and Action by Catho-
lics in the statement by Arch-
bishop Carboni quoted on 
P. 194 and that of Mgr. Pavan 
quoted on P. 199. Even most 
Protestant reviewers of the 
book (e.g. Mansfield in "Na-
tion") reject Mr. Truman's 
statements on this point. 
What Mr. Truman should 
have done if he valued lo^c^ 
was to admit a logical dis-
tinction and to show by argu-
ment that the Bishops and/or 
Catholic Action organizations 
did not observe the logical 
distinction. However, I must 
add that there is no such evi-
dence put forward by the 
author. 
La order to show that the 
Bishops were responsible for 
the activities of the Catholic 
Social Movement, which is 
asserted on P. 193, Mr. Tru-
man identifies references by 
the Bishops in Pastoral State-
ments to a "Workers Move-
ment" as reference to the 
Catholic Social Movement. 
Tills identification may In fact 
be true, but it is vigorously 
opposed by Influential Catho-
lics, especially those associa-
ted with the Catholic Worker 
newspaper. They deny that 
the C.SM. was a "worker's 
movement" at all. As the 
author of the book relies so 
heavily on this identification 
evidence or argument should 
have been adduced to show 
that such a position was the 
correct one, and that the 
Catholic Worker writers were 
wrong. 
Amateur Theology 
and fallacies 
The book also contains some 
good examples of the fallacy 
of non sequitur. The last 
paragraph on Page 96 and the 
argument on P. 116 provide 
the best examples. The latter 
argument is one In which the 
author concludes from the 
statement of one of the Popes 
that there can be no unifica-
tion of Catholicism and Pro-
testantism except on terms 
laid down by the Vatican that 
there can be no effective col-
laboration between Catholics 
and Protestants In any field. 
Where Mr. Truman ven-
tures into amateur theology 
he also gets Into trouble, it Is 
quite clear that he does not 
fully understand the usage of 
some of the theological terms 
he is using, let alone their 
meaning. 'This is shown by an 
examination of two state-
ments made by Mr. Truman 
within a few pages of each 
other—statements which have 
a bearing on the Catholic 
idea of the Church as the 
Mystical Body of Christ, On 
Page 197 he claims that the 
Church Is responsible, by the 
operation of the doctrine of 
the Mystical Body, for all tlie 
activities of all its members. 
Responsibility and 
the Mystical Body 
Yet I feel sure that even 
the author himself would 
hesitate to say that the 
Church is "responsible" for a 
crime committed by an in-
dividual member^  The author 
indicates he would not hold 
the Church so responsible 
when he claims on P. 212 that 
Cardinal Gilroy was not "re-
sponsible" for the decisions of 
the Australian Bishops—an 
argument, which, on close ex^ 
amlnation, is directly in con-
fiict with his statement on 
P. 197 concerning the Mystical 
Body of Clirlst. 
In Ills review In "Nation", 
Mr. Bruce Mansfield claims, 
"His own (that is, Mr. Tru-
man's) assumptions are, I sus-
pect, a real barrier to his solv-
ing it (the problem)." There 
could be no truer statement 
than tills. From the dedica-
tion to the last sentence the 
author makes great play of 
the phrase "the free soolety." 
Yet nowhere in the book does 
the author show what he 
means by the free society and 
where Catholic social prin-
ciples are opposed to such a 
society. Many assertions are 
made, but I submit that Mr. 
Truman let the cat out of the 
bag when on Page 222 he 
identified the "free society" 
with Protestantism (among 
other things). Tlils seems to 
be approaching the posltlbn 
of saying that Protestantism 
is best, and therefore any-
thing asso(Mated with the 
Catholic Church is wrong. 
Yes, Mr. Truman, you are 
right! The Catholic Cliurch 
Is opposed to a "free society" 
which is solely Protestant and 
secular-liberal as you claim. 
But the Catholic Church is 
not opposed to a genuine free 
society in which everyone has 
the same freedom. How can 
one possibly talk of a "free" 
society when a person is only 
free to be anything which is 
not Catholic. 
University 
and Church 
Tlie book attacks the 
Church's claim to have cer-
tain aspects of Catholicism 
put forward within the Uni-
versities. There liave been 
moves in some countries to 
bar the mention of anytliing 
Catholic within a university. 
That Is why tlie Church has 
used all its Influence to have 
genuine free universities—uni-
versities in which Catholic, 
:siiiEiiiiMliilijMiHi 
Protestant, and secu la r 
thouglit can be put forward 
and the student left to follow 
his own reasoning on these 
subjects. 
On the positive side the 
book has provided the Austra-
lian student of political 
science with an invaluable 
survey of the Labour split and 
the part played by the Catho-
lic Social Movement and the 
Australian Bishops In the 
controversy which followed. 
It has also had the good 
effect of making "News 
Weekly" and "Social Survey" 
more precise and open in 
their discussion of the part 
played by Catholic social 
principles on the political 
process in Australia. I think it 
is more than a coincidence 
that since tills book was pub-
lished "News Weekly" refers 
directly to the National Civic 
Council frequently, where 
there were never such refer-
ences before. 
It is unfortunate that the 
emotionalism of the last few 
pages has marred the hard 
scholarship wlilch went Into 
the work. I would not follow 
Brian Fitzpatrlck and give 
the work the award of "Book 
of the Year", but in spite of 
its faults it is a valuable book. 
At best, later writers on the 
subject will not have to face 
the problem without anyone 
to indicate the pitfalls, 
—GJN.W. 
j Figaro \ 
Life as the Basic Premise. 
I am a Liberal of the old 
school. I believe that tho 
truth can and docs make men 
free. But I don't believe in 
an absolute Truth, and I don'f 
think the freedom that satis-
fies one person will necessar-
ily satisfy another. 
The truth of God secures for 
mystics and men of the church 
a perfect freedom. The truth of 
Science secures for its adherents 
freedom of the mind. 
Divine truth Is accessible to 
Faith through obedience and 
meditation; Scientific truth is 
accessible to Reason through 
observation and experiment. 
Speaking broadly and inaccur-
afcly, the histery of post-Re-
naissance thought has consisted 
in a long series of border dis-
putes between divine truth and 
scientific truth, the truth of 
revelation and the truth of rea-
son. 
The terms "subjecUve" ond 
"objective" were bandied about 
at random until a further philo-
sophic category emerged — 
human truth, the truth of man's 
position. 
The major philosophic dis-
putes of today are not over 
essence and existence or the one 
and the many. Today men are 
pondering whether man him-
self is an active force, condi--
tioning and conditioned by, the 
environment which surrounds 
him and alone gives Ivs life sig-
nificance; or a set of social ob-
ligations; or a creature con-
demned to plumb forever the 
depths of absurdity because 
there is nothing else for him to 
do; or an inveterate gambler 
playing ogainst loaded dice in a 
TOPICAL TUNE I 
jFor unto us a child i 
' is born. I 
I Unto us a son is 
I given. 
I And the government j 
I shall be j 
jUpon his shoulders. | 
I And his name shall ' 
I be called 
I "^  to 1 . 5 1 on George 
j 10 to I on James 
I 5 to I on A l b e r t . . 
M.D.M.B.B.S.i 
Have you tried 
BURIAL? 
The Universal Remedy 
T. S. Eliot says— 
"M]f friends say ihal, since Irytins burial, I have been 
much brighter." 
Burial is recommended as being especially 
suitable for big Union men. 
5 "BE WELL ADVISED 
I BY THE M.LC. MAN" \ 
J.S. 
1 — — . — J 
• Stndenti mar bay eUsilttedj 
ladTcrtUior iptve at (he rate i 
I of 2d. » word, or 7/6 per ilnile I 
' column loch. Dnder Union • 
I resulkllens elvtu and locleUos j j n»r b*v« free (dvcrtliint | 
i ip«ce, bnt (lie of these ads. j will be •( tfie Edtton' dl5ore-{ 
I (Ion. Fbone, vrlte, or oaU with I 
I yonr eUisltled to "Semper" I 
offlee, St, Lneli. 
NOMINATIONS »r« hereby caUed for the tollowiDg positions on 
Unftin Conacll; 
ArehUecturo (Dny), i Kopresen-
tatlve. 
Arehltecture (Even.), l Represen-
tative. 
Education (Even,), i Representa-
tive. 
Law (Dar), 1 RepretentaUve. 
~ • lal 
- - m 
Arte (Day), 1 Representative. 
i 
Law (Even.), 1 Represent ttve. 
SdencK^ (Even.),_a Represcntativea. 
AU uomlnatlons are to be on the 
duly appointed form as obtainable 
at un|on Oillce or from Area Vlce-
Cresldents, and must be fully com-
pleted by nominator, two seconders 
and the nominee. Nominations are 
to be In the hands ot the Honoiary 
Beeretarv on or before A.OO p.m., 
Wedauday, lUh March, ISfiO. 
Aa election, if necessary, shall 
be held at decided at the meeting 
ot Union Oouncll to be held at Bt. 
Lneia on the evening of ntji 
Uajreb, commencing at 7.1B am. 
Any, and all, enquiries should be 
direbted to 'Union piBce. 
J ~ ' " 
V^rerilty OD, 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE OEBATINO SOCIETY 
will be Leld In the Fage-Hanl.'y 
Dining Room of the 6t. Lucia 
Refectory at 7.3D p.m. on Tuesday, 
22nd March, 1960. 
The agenda will Include— (U President's Report for the 
year. 
(2) Adoption of Minutes, etc. (3) Election of OOce-bearers and 
Committee. (4) Selection of Q.D.U. teams 
and arraneemcnt of teams for 
Intra-Universlty Debating. 
Those Interested In. debating both 
v;tthtn University fixtures and la Q.D.U. fixtures must be present 
for selection; A particular Invita-
tion Is extended to Freshers who 
have an' equal opportunity as 
sophomores, etc. 
OENOFUILIST SOCIBTT 
Tom Lohrcr says: "Bo prepared. 
AU the most sick people oenophtle." 
The Oenophlllst Bociety will meet 
in the St. Lucia Women s^ Common 
Room on Friday, Uth March, 
Come and taste Red Table Wines 
at 6.30 p.m. 
It you would like to Join this 
Society contact OUY MINTER (UlSeS) or PETER WESSELS (M1B50). 
BCOOF! gCOOPI 8C00P! 
Intimate revue O.P. Hut, Uh -
BCb April, at S.oo p.m. 
Come and tee Helman b Sholen, 
fabulous females, Helman b 
Bhoion, Blox't drums, Thomas' 
piano, Helman & Sholen, nudle 
cutlet and Blschof't men in blue. 
INDIQESTION? — Then try C R P 
A name on everyone's lips. 
j REMEMBER 
I COMMEM. 
IPROCESSION 
I FRIDAY, APRIL 29 j 
START THINKING 
NOW 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 ! 
VACANCY for young sober gent in Ig. 3-taedroom bouse. Bent 
£3 p, week incl. gas, elect. Handy 
transport. 9 Cross St.. Red Hill after 
6 p.m. 
FOR SALE 
La Pleur clarinet In good order. 
Price reasonable. Ring Owen Dun-
can. 7-3()M or call Cromwell College. 
One morocco-bound copy of "Life 
Among the Hodlnodods," one 
scarcely ui;d diving suit, 3 BevreV 
chamber-pots, 8 flowering cacti, 
one reproduction of "Stag At Bay," 
and copies of "The Political 
Btudeat." Call »t Bookshop, St, 
Luola. 
LIFE ASSMAIVCE 
and 
; FffiE, GENERAL INS.; 
' M.L.C. BUILDINGS, BRIS. { 
\ Telephone 31 UOl \ 
THE Women's Fencing Club has welcomed lots of cntbuslastle 
Prcsberettes to Its ranks in the 
last two weeks. It's not too late 
tor anyone else who's Interested, 
Come along to the Qeorgo 8t. 
RoJec, at 3 p.m. on Saturday after-
noons. Just bring yourself; equip-
ment Is provided. 
Daniell 
Art 
Florists 
. B 6270 -
Hotel Daniel] Ouildint 
FOR CORSAGES, 
BOUQUETS, etc 
WB deliver to Colleget 
Fret of Cost 
* * * < » * < i * » » » < > » » ^ # # # * < » # * # * # # * * # # # # » » » » > » » » * * * # » # » # » # j < > » > » < ' i 
•M#< 
BOOKS, FOUNTAIN PENS, STATIONERY 
AU Students* Requirements 
from 
PHONE B2921 BOX 872 L, GP.O. 
"Queensland's Best Bookstore" 
Ji. McLEOD 
107 ELIZABETH STREET, BRISBANE 
and Rockhampton 
Rumour has It that 
there is a traffic blitz on 
spaeding to and from the Uni-
versity. Alto, the Registrar It 
fining kiddies who ipeed round the 
• ?''?.Liij"' nl»hU. Bo beware 
'#j######<»*»»»»#<^^#**##»«####^#**»##^######***#»^ Mathilda. 
I 
I 
sordid speak-easy, frustrated fay 
the sense of his own unworthi-
ness to call upon the help of 
God, his only hope of rehabili-
tation. 
I think this trend a favour-
able one. We all ask ourselves 
sooner or later what life is all 
about; and I think it's begging 
fhe question to reply; "Only 
God can know His own pur-
poses", or "This mothematical 
aquation explains your place in 
the physical cosmos." We're at 
least getting towards an answer 
in terms of here and now. 
Now it's all very well to 
sneer at the outmoded Liberal 
tieresies; but these explorations 
could not have taken place if 
Nineteenth Century thinkers 
had not over-stepped the limits 
of speculation laid down by 
tradition. 
Despite the atomic bomb, 
our age will have its monument 
to Man. Robert Frost expressed 
it best in the lines William Bar-
ret quoted in an article for the 
Saturday Evening Post: 
"This present of ouri I hope wiit 
be founJ all right for what i(. ujos. 
Thai is, ihai it will haVe made ib 
point in hi'slory" 
"We're going to diMcrimirf 
ate Once and for all , . . , 
what can 6« maofe a ecience 
of^ and can't be made a 
science of. And we're going 
to settle that. There'* a 
whole half of our lives that 
can't be made a science of, 
can t ever be made a science. 
of. And we're going to know 
more about thaf before we 
gcf through this period. 
Thats what it will be re-
membered for." 
Corrections 
to last issue 
Mr. Clark (P. 1) did not use 
the powers conferred on him 
by Council to withdraw the 
N.U.A.U.S. c 0 r r e s p ending 
membership notice. Council 
empowered him to withdraw 
it only if the capitation fee 
were reduced to 3/6. It wasn't, 
but Mr. Clark assumed emer-
gency powers and withdrew 
the notice. We hate to admit 
it, but we think he was right. 
This mistake was caused by 
insufficiently full reporting, 
by an Insufficiently fuu re-
porter. 
The accommodation survey (P. 1) will take place In 1960 
not 1961. This mistake was 
caused by Mi. Clark's weird 
method of drafting memor-
anda. 
Union Building (P. 8) is not 
a messy pile but a massy pile. 
This mistake wa$ caused by 
our own carelessness. 
Mr. T. Alkens, M.LA., tells 
us (1) that hts fellow Parlia-
mentarians do not sharpen 
knives to cut their opponents' 
throats, but sharpen their 
teeth to tear their tliroats out, 
and (2) that the messengers 
do not open the doors but the 
bars at the end of a division. 
Our reply to (1) is; "O.K." 
Our reply to (2) is: "Ves, we 
know, but we Uiought "bars" 
would be ambiguous." 
lirAHNINOl 
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Ex€erpfs fromtonfemporaries,!! 
Religion causes Mental Ills 
By ALFRED PRONG 
npM/S is not the first time Semper hat reprinted from the learned, bat popular, pteudological quarterly PSLUMl Nor, to coin a phrase, will it be the last. Be among the bright 
slightly'aequainted'With set; read this up-to-the moment survey of a current problem by an acknowledged expert. 
Q N October 2nd 1939 in New York Central Park, Donald Crossiter murdered his aged mother with an axe; on Octo-
ber 2nd., 1943, Darryl Curd pronouncing himself a direct emissary of the Almighty, wiped out a large soc-
cer match crowd in Buddlenook, Cudshire, England, by dropping an incendiary bomb from his low-flying Tiger 
Moth, berating them the while as "damned pandars of the flesh"; and on October 3rd, 1951, Darcie Croc of New 
Farm, Brisbane died of fright after developing a second head under the right armpit. 
In attempting to explain these outbursts I attached at first great importance to the recurrence 
of the same initials, initials shared, significantly, by the famous frontiersman, D. Crockett. Statistical 
experts hastened to draw my attention also, to the almost arithmetical progression of the dates. Fur-
thermore all the incidents had involved human beings of the male sex. 
Collation and analysis of these facts 
resulted in the influential Prong Hy-
pothesis. But the sudden unheralded 
constipation of 63% of Argentina due 
to the pollution of their drinking 
water by one Jim Biddip on January 
17th, 1952, revealed it as a premature 
conjecture. It was clearly necessary 
to examine these cases at first hand. I 
could see that. 
After seven intervening years, I 
eventually confirmed my first dis-
missed suspicion, that the explana-
tion was basically religious. Specifi-
cally, Crossiter, Curd, Croc and Blddlp 
had been in the custom of taking 
round the collection plate at their 
various places of worship. On this 
common practice, indulged over a 
lengthy period there ensured the dif-
ferent mental disorders leading dir-
ectly to their aberrations. 
As you may possibly remember, in 
most churches the plate is carried 
by its bearer from the back to the 
front of the congregation, whence, 
after the disposal of the collection 
money into the receptacle provided, 
the collectors must return to their 
pews. 
Theoretically, the matter is a simple 
one . . . left, right, left . . . moderately 
swift ambulation, plate held still by 
the left side, right arm swinging free. 
In practice, it is fraught with several 
hazards. But the most formidable and 
seminal of these is the congregation. 
Not unreasonably, having raptly 
followed the back of the collector's 
head down to the sanctuary, they are 
anxious to inspect his frontal aspect 
as he returns. 
This is very well for them; they are 
merely exercising the democrat's In-
stinct for the persecution of the odd 
man out. But on the collectors, ac-
cording to variations of temperament, 
their concentrated gaze may have a 
perfectly startling effect. 
Dangi ers 
A timid man may feel he is being 
got at; another more extrovert, may 
feel resentment, set his chin, even 
poke out his tongue; an unworldly 
man may add it, faggot-Uke, to the 
flames of his martyrdom in the flesh; 
the hardened sinner is quite likely to 
gibber examatically and confess aloud 
or perhaps run screaming for the por-
tals. 
At any event, all but the most in-
sensitive win feel the struggle within 
them. So Indeed with Donald Crossiter 
Let us examhie his case: 
Be Is the only son of his widowed 
and affectionate mother Miss Hell. 
Her many sacrifices for his expensive 
education, in kindly, high school and 
Harvard, endear her to him. 
Of average health and intelligence, 
he Is keen enough in his observance of 
the rites of the Crunchacordlte Sect, 
but equally keen not to give his bright 
teenage friends the mistaken impres-
sion that he is a fanatical goody-
goody. He is therefore not altogether 
without misgivings when chosen as junior collection collector. 
His fears are strengthened when, 
after his first offlclatlon, his friends 
chaff him pranklshly, addressing him 
as Holy Cashplease and directing 
lengthy mock prayers to him. 
Reinstation 
To reinstate himself he adopts the 
Indecorous ploy of winking broardly 
at his acquaintances as he returns 
to his seat, throwing the plate jaun-
tily from hand to hand and whistling jazz motifs. 
This falling, he begins to allow mag-
azines of the men-only type to drop 
casually out of his pockets into the 
aisle, marking his annoyance at the 
seeming clumsiness by spitting out 
sharp four letter words as he picks 
them up. 
After the fourth month he has al-
ready taken to singing risque songs 
as he progresses up and down the 
aisle, pausing here and there to stage-
whisper obscene jests into the ears of 
spinsters and small children. 
He is accordingly not only accepted 
back into his group, but even even-
tually feared and shunned as "too 
fast." His adopted pose greedily swal-
lows up his normal manner; he spurns 
tlje thorny path and cleaves energet-
ically into sin. 
Downfall 
He specialises in the drive-in Black 
Mass racket, relaxing occasionally 
with the odd spot of infant - bashing 
and pensioner-assault. It is on such 
an off day that he comes upon his 
mother in Central Park with his axe 
at the ready. Thus the fruit of her 
own educative influence on her lad Is 
ironically visited upon her own head, 
which it cracks like an egg. 
In Curd's case, the subject took his 
collecting hi the spirit in which it was 
regarded. Aloof he became, and proud. 
He grew more and more contemptuous 
of the "merely decent", as he began 
freely to call his co-parishioners. 
One day after rebuking contributors 
aloud all down the aisle for "selfish 
and insufficient giving," he took the 
occasion, before returning to his seat, 
of criticising the minister's tone, in-; 
flection, sincerity and stance. 
It was soon after this that he pro-
nounced himself the only saved man 
In the world, Inltlathig his Campaign 
of Atonement by that somewhat sum-
mary act I have already recorded. 
He was apprehended and is cur-
rently residing in Colney Hatch, a 
prey to the delusion that he is the 
prophet Jeremiah. 
Another young man of promise 
mentally crippled by the collecting 
h a b i t . • • 
Croc's Case 
Darcie Croc's second head, If not 
perhaps as patently, was just as surely 
the outcome of this dangerous activ-
ity. 
For he was by nature extremely 
highly strung; his nervous fibres 
would twang at the unexpected glance 
of a bird in his direction. Thrust into 
the scorching glare of a few hundred 
human eyes he was apt to twitch ner-
vously until his skin flapped with 
high prequency In the wind, emitting 
a low but constant note. 
Indeed the violence of his reaction 
upset his delicate psycho-physical 
balance. Experienchig great pain as 
the pennies thikled intolerably into 
the plate one Sunday he suddenly be-
came aware of a voice addressing him 
timorously from his right armpit. It 
was the first sign of his nervous 
collapse. 
By the time he had regained his 
seat a fully grown head protruded 
from his armpit. He died immediately 
with pitiful screams, and is preserved, 
in alcohol, a curious, but dread warn-
ing—in the Brisbane Museum, just up 
from the Showgrounds. 
Phant om 
Biddip's case differs only in scope; 
known far and wide as the Phantom 
Constipator, he is yet another addi-
tion to the dread toll of ugly neurosis. 
We can expect only danger from the 
continuance of collection - taking 
Victlms-to-be and those currently in 
the grip must be saved from a life of 
crime. 
But the solution is complicated by 
the fact, brutal though it be, that the 
clergy make their living by encourag-
ing this filthy habit. For these gentle-
men, I have conceived the following 
alternatives, which at once rival the 
financial benefits and bypass the men-
tal dangers of collection. 
1. The Seat Seller. A patented device 
fitted to the seat, giving admit-
tance on the insertion of a coin in 
the built-in slot. 
The prices vary according to the 
favourabllity of position, increas-
ing as the rows recede. The device 
has the added mentally sanitary 
advantage of stimulating in the 
field of religion the socio-economic 
divisions that regulate the outside 
world, thus bringing into matters 
of faith, that closer unity with real 
life hitherto only feasible by play-
ing rock and roll on the church 
organ. 
2. Advance System. A financial ar-
rangement made for admittance 
over a period. It is suggested that 
discounts be allowed for large 
buyers and terms offered to the 
penurious. Groups of clergymen 
living in proximity might care to 
float joint companies offering a 
modest dividend to carefully sel-
ected shareholders; religion .might 
yet be put on a paying basis. 
3. Professionals. For those clergy still 
disinclined to eschew traditional 
practices, it is suggested that col-
lecting be the province of unionised 
officials specially trained and hard-
ened for the task. They might, per-
haps wear visors and carry guns. 
They should be exempt from taxes 
with liberal overtime allowances 
on the major feast days, and, 
where manageable, guaranteed sal-
vation. 
These are merely a few Impromptu 
suggestions; the enterprising minister 
will no doubt select or create others 
according to his taste and financial 
acumen. In any event, science having 
unearthed the root of this malady, it 
now behoves religion to advance to 
new heights of usefulness and credibi-
lity by givhig its unstinted support. 
D.O'N. 
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